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Hedges can add much beauty and attractiveness to 
your home landscape. Just as the walls and parti tions 
separate the rooms in your horne, these plants mark 
boundaries and provide privacy. Moreover, they can 
form a background for garden displays and frame 
vistas; stress [annal designs; or separate one part of 
your garden from another. They protect property, 
screen unwanted views, and provide a barrier between 
noisy streets and your house. 

Since hedges form permanent barriers, they 
should always end at a fixed object, such as a building 
or planting mass. However, don 't let youphedges end 

( ' in space, or they lose their effect. 
Hedges also can alter the shape of your proper

ty. For example, hedges placed on either side of a 
walk tend. to lengthen and restrict the view. In 
contrast, hedges placed across the field of vision tend 
to shorten the vista. Sometimes a hedge', or at least a 
semblance of one, is needed to give privacy. However; 
low .shrubs which parallel streets usually reduce the 
actual lawn size, giving it a box-like shape. This type 
of hedge can be used effectively in many ways with 
certain architectural sty les, such as Tudor and 
Georgian. 

( 

Hedge materials. are derived from many sources. 
Deciduous trees possess naturally thick growth and 
low branching habits. Evergreen trees and vigorous 
deciduous shrubs provide dense foliage . . Another 
source of hedges is to train evergreen shrubs, herbs, 
and vines on frames. 

PRUNING 
You can adapi almost .any shrub or tree for hedging 
purposes, provided you prune the plants often to 
maintain them in hedge form. (For details on 
pruning, obtain a copy of "Pruning," 68-26, from 
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your county Extension office, or the Department of 
Agricultural Publications. The University of Connecti
cut, Storrs 06268). Some respond to pruning easier 
than others. Shrubs frequently make better hedges 
because they require less maintenance. 

Therefore, first determine why you want a 
hedge. Do you desire one for a border-planting or a 
thorny barrier? How tall and wide do you want the 
hedge to grow? Do you wish a .formal hedge rather 
than an infonnal one? Do you prefer evergreens over 
deciduous plant materials? Be sure to consid~r an
swers to these questions - they are important since 
proper selection of plants at the start makes mainte
nance easier later. 

In choosing a hedge, consider the property's 
environment. Such factors as the amount of sun, 
shade, type of soil (sand, clay), available soil mois
ture, and the numbers of children and pets will 
influence your final choice. As an example, white 
pine hedges grow well on dry, sandy soils but not on 
wet, clay soil where larch or spruce grows success
fully. The way-faring-tree will do well in the shade, 
wh.ile lilac would be spindly and mOre susceptible to 
mildew. The thorny Japanese barberry prevents 
animals and children from entering an area, but spirea 
would not stop them. 

Also, take into account the rate of plant growth. 
Fast-growing plants, such as willow and Chinese elm, 
may make a 5-foot hedge in 3 years. However, they 
require such frequent maintenance that their rapid 
growth becomes a disadvantage. On the other hand , 
slower growing plants require less care and will 
remain in better condition for a longer time. 

Plants for hedging materials may be divided into 
groups and ranked according to their best use. Trees 
are included, since they will remain shrub-like in 
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7. Poor growing conditions: difficult or adverse 
d ' growing conditions. : ! . .. 

habit if sheared frequently. After this grouping is a 
list of pl~l)t. ; fl)~,erial to aid you in proper selectiohS. , .. 
The numbers in the right hand column indicate the 
various uses for . each plant as listed in the hedge use 
groups. An asterisk (*j in the left hand ·column . 
indicates a tree . 

8. Narrow, columnar and upright: not all make good 
. ''; hedges since their tennin als are 'sf·rong growing. 

This makes it difficult to ·forcdatoni! . branches at ( 

HEDGE; USE GROUPS ' 

ground level. . 
9. Trying conditions: those suited· to extren\e:heat, 

cold, and drought as experienced in the Midwest. 
1. Evergreen plaItts: plants which keep their leaves 

most of the winter. 
10. Windbreaks and screens: tall-growing, vigorous 

plants generally not suited for clipped hedges. 
2. Dense: plants having dense foliage with a mini

mum amount of care. 
3. Thorny: either stems or leaves, making good 

barriers. 

11. Cold regioils : these plants are particularly useful 
in the coidest regions of the United States and 
Southern Canada. 

4. Low: low growing with a minimum amount of 
clipping. 

12. Informal bedges: those plants which do not need 
to be clipped or sheared. 

5. Flowering: good for informal hedges since they 
flower profusely. 

13. Hardiness: plants which may be tender in the 
colder regions of Connecticut but may' sprout 
from" the crown the next year. 

6. Colored · fruits: addition of winter interest to 
clipped or unclipped hedges. 

14. Formal bedges : clipped or sheared hedges. 
15. Fast growing trees. 

LIST OF HEDGING PLANT MATERIALS 

Scientific .Hame 

Abelis grondif/oro . 
Abies .conco/or* 

Aconthoponox sieboJdionus 
Acer compestre* 
A. giooo/o* 
A. p/otonoides" 
A. pfotonoides columnare'" 
A. platano ides sch wed/~,j" 
A. rubrum columnore* 
A. socchorum 'monumenta/* 
Aronia orbutifo/ia 

Berberis iulianae 
B. koreana 
B. mentorensi s 
B. thunbergi and its vorieties 
Buxus microphylla kareana 
B. sempervirens and varieties 

Carogana arbarescens 
Carpinus be,ulu s lt 

Chaenameles iaponico 
C. lag~naria 
Chomoec ypori s pi s i (era" and varieti es 
Cornu~ ofba s iberi ca 
C. mas 
C. racimosa 

Common Name 

Glossy obelia 
White fir 
Fi ve-leaved orolia 
Hedge mople 
Amur maple 
Nor way maple 
Columnar Norwoy maple 
Schwedler mople 
Columnar red maple 
Columnar sugar maple 
Red chokeberry 

Wintergreen barberry 
Korean barberry 
Mentor barberry 
Japanese barberry 
Korean baxwaod 
English boxwood 

Pea-shrub 
European hornbeam 
Japanese quince 
Common quince 
Sawara fal seq.' press 
Siberian dogwood 
Cornel ion cherty 
Gray dogwood 

Hedge Use 

4,5,13 
1,2,10 
2,3,7,12,14 
10, 12,14 
10, 12 , 14 
10 
8,10 
10 
8,10, 11 
8, 10,11 
6,12 

1,2,3,12 
2,3,12,14 
2,3,9,12,14 
2,3,6,7,12 a few 4,8 
1,2,4,12,14 
1,2, 14 ~ few 4 

7,9,10,11,12,14 
2,8, 10, 12,14 
2,3,4, 12 
2,3,7,12 
1,2,12, i4 
6, 11 , 12 
2,4,6, 10, 12 
2,6,7, 12 

( 
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C. stofonifero. , 
. Cotoneaster ocutifolio 
C. divaricata 
C. horizontalis 
C. ~ul';flQro colocorpo 
C. roc~nlo:~O 'Soongorko' 
Crotoegus crus-gol/;*' 
C. oxyocontho'" 
C. phoet?0pyrum '* 

Deutzio gracilis and varieties 

Eloeognus ongustifolio 
Euonymus 'olotus 
E. fortune; 'Corrier' 
E. fortune; coforotus 

E. fortunei vegeto 
E. kjoutschovicus 

Fagus species· 
Froxinu5 americona* 
F. pennsylvonica lance%to· 

HomomeJ i s vernol i 5 

Hibiscus syriocus 

I J I, '. 

Hydrongea arhorescens grondd/oro 
H. poniculoto gronddloro 
Hypericum kafmianum 

H. potulum henry; 
H. potu/urn 'Hidcote' 
H. 'Sungofd' 

/lex crenoto and varieties 

Juniperus chinensis* and varieties 
Juniperus virginiono 1r. and varieties 

Kolkwitzio omobilis 

Ligustrum omurense 
L. obtusifolium 
L o. rege/ianum 
L. vulgare 
Loni cera fragrant; ssima 
L. maack; 
L. tatarica 

Mac I ura pam i fera * 
Mahonia aquifo/ium 
Malus bacca-ta'" 
Morus a/ba* 
Myrica pennsylvanica 

Phi/adeJpnus coronorius 

P . Jemoinei 
Photinia villosa 
Physocarpus intermedius parvifolius 
Physocarpus opulifolivs 
P. o. nanus 

, . 

., 

., 
Common Nom.- . r 

Red-osier 'dogwood 
Peking c;otoneoster 
Spreading cotoneaster 
Rock cotoneaster 
Flowering cotoneaster 
Songari cotonea ster 
Cockspur hawthorne 
English hawthorne 
Washington hawthorne 

Slender deutzes 

Russian-olive 
Winged euonymus 
Carri er' 5 winter creeper 
Purple wintercreeper 
Bigleaf wintercreeper 
Spread ing euonymu s 

European or American beech 
'White ash 
Green ash 

Vernal witch-hazel 
Rose-of-Sharon 
A. G. Hydrangea 
P . G. Hydrongeo 
Kalm St. Johnswort 
Hen·ry St. Johnswort 
Hidcote St. Johnswort 
Sungo I d St. John swort 

Japanese holly 

Chinese Juniper 
Eastern red -cedar 

Beauty bush 

Am_ur privet 
Border prive't 
Regal privet 
Common pri vet 
Winter honeysuckle 
Amur honeysuckle 
Tatarian honeysuckle 

Osage-orange 
Oregon holly-grope 
Siberian crab-apple 
"White mulberry 
Bayberry 

Sweet moclc-orange 
Lemoine mock-orange 
Oriental photlnia 
Dwarf Illinois ninebark 
Ninebark 
Dwarf ninebark 

Hedge Us. '. 
• . I 

7,12 
5.7,11,12 
2,6,11,12 
4,5,6 

'· 5,6, 1.2 
S,12 . 
2,3,14 
2,3,5,14 
2,3,5,6,14 

4,5,12,14 

3,7,9,10, 14 
12,14 
',4;,2 
1,4, 12 
1,4,6,12 
1,11,12,14 

2,10,14 
10 
10,11 

5,10 
5,1, 
5,12 
5,12 
4,5,12 
4,5, 12, 13 
4,5,12, 13 
4,5,12,13 

1,2,12,140 few 4 

1,2,6,12,14 a few 4,8 
1,2,6,8, 10,11, 12 

5,10 

2,4,5,6,7,14 
2,5,6,10 
2,4,5,6,12, 14 
2,5,6,10, 12,14 
2,5, i2 
2,5,6,10,12 
2,5,6,7,9,12 

2,3,7,9,10, 14, 15 
1,3,4/5/6, 12 
5,6,8, 10, 11 
10,14,15 
6,7,12 

5,7,12,14 
2,5,12, 14 
5,6, 10 
2,9,12 
7,11 ,12 
2.4.7, 11,12 



Sdentific Name Common Name Hedge Use 

Plceo abies· Nor·woy spruce 1,2,10 
( P. glouco* White spruce 1,2,9,10,11 

P. glauco conica Albert spruce 1,2,4,14 
P.omorlko* Serbian spru'ce 1,2, 10 
P. orientolis* Oriental spruce 1,2, 10 
P. pungens and varieties" Colorado spruce 1,2,9, 10,11 
Pinus (lexilis· Limber pine 1,2,10,14 
P. nigra" Austrian pine 1,10 
P. resinoso" Red pine 1,10,11,14 
P. strobus" White pine 1,2, 10,14 
Prunus g/ondu/osa Flowering almond 4,5,6 , 12 
P. tomentoso Manchu cherry 4,5,6, 12 
Pseudotsugo tox;(o/;o" Douglos fir 1,2,9,10,14 
Pyracontho coccineo lo/ondi Firethorn 2,3,5,6,12,14 

Quercu s Imbr; carl a· Shingle oak 2, 10 
Q. phe/los* Wi 1I0~ ook 2, 10 
Q. robur fostigioto" Upright Engli sh oak 8, 10 

Rhamnus frongulo Glossy buckthorn 2,6,10,11,12,14 
R. f. columnori s T all hedge 2,6,8,10,11,12,14 
Ribes olpinum Alpine currant 2,4,9, 11,12 
Roso hugonis Fother .Hugo ros e 3,5, 12 
R . mul,ifloro Japanese rose 3,5,6,12 
R. rugoso Rugoso TO se 3,4,5,11,12 

Spiraea bumo/do and vari eti es Bumolda spirea 4,5,12 
S. nippanico' rotundifotia Big nippon spirea 5, 12 ( S. prunifolia plena Brida·lwreath spirea 5,12, 14 
S. thunberg; Thunberg spirea 4,5,12 
S. vonhouttei Vanhoutte spirea 5,12,14 
Syringa ~urensis jopanico J opone se tree I i lac 5,10 
S. chinens·is Chinese lil·ac 5,10,12 
S. villa so Late I doc 5,10,11, 12 
S. vulgaris Comm on lilac 5,9,10,11,12 

Toxus boccoto repondens Spreading Engli sh yew 1,2,4,12,14 
T . cuspidata Japanese yew 1,2, 4,6,8,14 
T. c. nona Dwarf Japanese yew 1,2,4,14 
T. media hicksi Hicks yew 1,2,8, 14 
T. m. hatfield; Hatf ie I d yew. 1,2,8,14 
T. m. kef seyi Kelsey yew 1,2,4,6 , 14 
Thuja occidentolis· and vor ieties American arborvitae 1,2,8,10,12,14 a few 4 
T. orientafi s* and varieties Oriental arborvitae 1,2,8,12,140 few 4 
Tilia cordata" Little-leaf linden 2,8, 10 ,11 
T sugo can aden si 51" Canada hemlock 1,2, 10, 11 ,14 
T. c.arofiniono·* Carolina hemlock 1,2,10 

Ulmus porv; (/oro '" Chinese elm 10, 15 
U. pumi /a" Siberi~n elm· 7,9,10,11,14 

Viburnum dentotum Arrow-wood 6,10 
V. lontono Wowfaring tree 2,6,10 
V. lentoge Nannyberry 2,6, 11 , 12 
V. opu/us nonum Dwarf· Eurapeon cranberry-bush 2,4,14 ( 
V. pruni(o/ium Bl ack how 6, 10 
V. siebaldi Siebold viburnum 10 
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